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Long
Preston
Wet Grassland
Project - What’s it all
The Project
receives
financial boost
The Long Preston Wet Grassland Project is of national
importance as a wetland area, and as such has just been
awarded an £18,000 boost to enhance our wildlife
conservation value and to develop the educational and
tourism benefits of the site.

supported and educational events will be held for schools,
further or higher education groups, local community
groups and visitors.

The Project was started with the aim of enhancing the
important habitats of the Ribble floodplain between Long
Preston and Settle by working closely with the farmers to
manage the environment for farming and wildlife. In early
spring the site provides a habitat of national importance
for a range of breeding waders, as well as other winter
wildfowl species such as teal, pintail and wigeon.

Dave Tayler, Deputy Director at the Yorkshire Dales
Millennium Trust, one of the key partner organisations
involved in LEADER and the LPWGP, is delighted to have
secured the funding, commenting “The site now provides a
valuable and varied habitat for nationally important wading
birds and aquatic plants, including species such as
Curlew, Redshank, Snipe and Lapwing, along with the rare
Northern Spike-Rush. At the peak of the season the area
can be home to an impressive gathering of 2,500 birds.

Now this highly successful project is continuing thanks to
a grant of £18,347 from the Yorkshire Dales LEADER
programme; a community-led rural development grant
scheme which aims to improve the quality of life and
prosperity in rural areas through local initiatives
and projects.

Thanks to the previous achievements of the project,
visitors can already enjoy access to the wet grassland
area. A circular ‘Long Preston Wetland Trail’ starting at
Settle or Long Preston railway stations has been
developed, with a series of information boards at local
pubs and railway stations.

Funding has also been secured from Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and Natural England, totalling
£4,664. The RSPB will continue to employ a Wetlands
Advisor whose role will include supporting local farmers
and landowners, working with local volunteers to monitor
bird populations and increasing awareness of the project
and its achievements.

Redshank (RSPB Images)

This new phase will bring a minimum of 25 hectares into
management through the Higher Level Stewardship
Scheme managed by Natural England. This will include
planting a ‘riparian-woodland’. The project also aims to
improve access and understanding of the site and
encourage visitors to enjoy the Long Preston floodplain’s
wildlife spectacle and landscape. Improvements will be
made to the dedicated website, local businesses will be
www.longprestonwetgrasslandproject.co.uk
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The River
restoration
Plan goes
ahead…
The Environment Agency led a project to deliver a small
part of the overall River Restoration Plan in September
2011. The work at Long Preston Deeps worked in
partnership with a wide range of partners including the
Long Preston Wet Grassland Project to deliver Water
Framework Directive benefits leading to a healthier river.
The work included:

• Flood embankment realignment re-connecting
the river to the flood plain
• Two areas of chute creation allowing a greater
area for energy dissipation, reduced erosion/
siltation and increased in-channel habitat
• Revetment removal encouraging a more
natural flow
• Boulder clusters - increased flow and
hydromorphological diversification local to the
boulder clusters increasing ecological diversity
• Palaeo feature re-connection - rejuvenating the
flood plain and allowing a greater connection
from the river to the flood plain, this will also
increase ecological diversity
• Exclusion fencing - allowing much of the land
surrounding the project area to naturally
colonise due to grazing control. The land is now
being entered into Higher Level Stewardship.

Site restoration

The Environment Agency would like all parties
involved in the project for working together in order
that the project could be delivered.

Long
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Breeding
Waders
Lowland Wet
Grassland
Survey
A national survey of lowland wet grassland sites was coordinated by the RSPB, BTO and Natural England in
2009/10, to monitor the breeding wader populations and
the effectiveness of agri-environment schemes in
maintaining these populations. The River Ribble Long
Preston Deeps Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
was chosen as one of the sites in 2010. It was agreed to
survey additional land in the LPWGP area as well as just
the SSSI, 110 fields totalling some 580ha. The LPWGP
adviser, an RSPB surveyor as well as 6 local volunteers
visited their allocated survey patches 3 times over the
spring of 2010, within specified periods between mid April
& late June within 3 hours of dawn or dusk. The LPWGP
would like to record its thanks to the farmers and
landowners for giving permission for this survey, without
which it would not have been possible.

and 10 pairs of Snipe. This estimate is a regionally
important population of breeding waders and highly
significant in a lowland wet grassland context.
Curlew (RSPB Images)

The survey results showed good numbers of the 5 wader
species which required to be recorded – Curlew, Lapwing,
Oystercatcher, Redshank & Snipe – as well as other
specified wet grassland species, wildfowl such as Mute
Swan, Shelduck, Shoveler & Teal as well as passerines
such as Reed Bunting & Sedge Warbler.
The recording methodology on a field by field basis
wasn’t necessarily designed to estimate a probable
breeding population of waders on the LPWGP area, but
the estimated totals of 16 pairs of Curlew, 33 pairs of
Lapwing, 30 pairs of Oystercatcher, 14 pairs of Redshank
www.longprestonwetgrasslandproject.co.uk
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New sign
on the
Ribble
Way Project - What’s it all
Rosemary Hyslop of Layhead Farm Cottages in
Rathmell is a keen supporter of the project and
very kindly paid for a project panel to be put up
near her cottages in Rathmell.
Rosemary has been in Rathmell since 1979 when
she and her late husband set up a mixed farm
which worked their land until 2001. The barns on
the farm have been converted into 8 self-catering
cottages. This project was started in 1993 , and
finished in 2007. Layhead Farm Cottages is now a
thriving year round business providing 4 Star
accommodation for walkers, bird watchers and
families. Rosemary is the Vice Chairman of Farm
Stay UK, a co-operative with over a thousand
members across the UK. Members provide B&B’s
and self-catering accommodation on farms and in
the countryside.
Rosemary commented ‘I am delighted to support
the Long Preston Wet Grassland project by
providing the information board. It is sited on the
Ribble Way to tell walkers, local people and people
staying at the cottages and caravan site about the
project and its work’.

For more information visit www.layhead.co.uk and
www.farmstay.co.uk

Archaeology on the flood banks

Planned river restoration works at Long Preston Deeps to
remove a length of flood bank, presented an ideal
opportunity to record part of this historic feature which is
such a significant feature of the floodplain.

Survey maps published at the time. The banks were found
to have been built simply with silt from the fields but the
fact that they have survived for over 160 years shows they
were well built to a good design. No finds were recorded.

Archaeologists from Oxford Archaeology North checked
historical sources for information and carried out a
watching brief during ground works. They didn’t find out
the exact date the first flood bank was constructed but it
was certainly there by 1851 when it is shown on Ordnance

Thanks go to the Environment Agency for funding the
work.

www.longprestonwetgrasslandproject.co.uk

Linda Smith, Rural Archaeologist
North Yorkshire County Council
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Working together...
Supported in partnership by...

LEADER funding is being
made available through
the Rural Development
Programme for England
which is jointly funded
by Defra and the
European Union.

Getting Involved:
If you are interested in the project and
would like more information or to get
involved please contact:
Tim Youngs - Conservation Officer
RSPB (North West England Team)
c/o RSPB, 7.3.1 Cameron House,
White Cross Estate,
Lancaster. LA1 4XQ
Tel: 015395 52971 Mob: 077347 17016
Email: tim.youngs@rspb.org.uk
Adrian Shepherd - Long Preston Wet
Grassland Project Contract Adviser
2 Mount Pleasant
Wigglesworth, Skipton
N Yorks BD23 4RN
Tel: 01729 840620
Email: adrian.shepherd@rspb.org.uk

www.longprestonwetgrasslandproject.co.uk

Dave Tayler
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust
The Old Post Office, Main Street
Clapham, N Yorks LA2 8DP
Tel: 015242 51002
Email: david.tayler@ydmt.org
For Environmental Stewardship
enquiries:
Mr Graham Walsh
Land Management
3rd Floor Bridgewater House
60 Whitworth Street
Manchester
M1 6LT
0300 060 2169
Email:
Graham.Walsh@naturalengland.org.uk
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