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LEADER funding is being made available
through the Rural Development
Programme for England, which is jointly
funded by Defra and the European Union,
and is managed by Yorkshire Forward in
the Yorkshire and Humber region.
The North Yorkshire Aggregates Scheme
provides funding to communities
impacted by aggregates quarrying. The
priority is projects that increase
volunteering, community activity and
those that conserve and enhance
biodiversity, natural habitats and the

natural and built environments. The
scheme is managed by the Yorkshire
Dales Millennium Trust on behalf of
North Yorkshire County Council.

Long Preston Wet Grassland Project - What’s it all about?

with abundant wildlife at any time of year.
Some of the seasonal highlights on the
floodplain include flocks of migrant birds
resting awhile on the their intrepid journey
south, aeronautical acrobatics from displaying
lapwings as they twist and turn and tumble
out of the sky, the drumming of the snipe on a
warm spring morning. All sights and sounds
which remind us that this wet grassland is a
haven for wildlife.

Getting Involved:
If you are interested in the project and
would like more information or to get
involved please contact:
Tim Youngs - Conservation Officer
RSPB (Northern England Team)
c/o Hill Top Farmhouse
Colby, Appleby-in-Westmorland
Cumbria CA16 6BD
Tel: 017683 53271
Email: tim.youngs@rspb.org.uk
Adrian Shepherd - Long Preston Wet
Grassland Project Contract Adviser
2 Mount Pleasant
Wigglesworth, Skipton
N Yorks BD23 4RN
Tel: 01729 840620
Email: adrian.shepherd@rspb.org.uk

Dave Tayler
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust
The Old Post Office, Main Street
Clapham, N Yorks LA2 8DP
Tel: 015242 51002
Email: david.tayler@ydmt.org
For Environmental Stewardship
enquiries:
Caragh Clayton-Chance
Nidderdale & Craven Team Adviser
Natural England
Wing 18, Government Buildings
Otley Road, Lawnswood
Leeds LS16 5QT
Tel: 0300 0604188
Email: caragh.claytonchance@naturalengland.co.uk

Welcome to the 2010 Spring Newsletter for
the Long Preston Wet Grassland Project which
aims to provide local people and visitors with
an update on the project and what it is
planning this year.
Have you driven along the A65 recently and
looked out over the flooded fields around Long
Preston? You may have noticed that several
areas of open water have been created, that
the rush has been cut and that there are
increasing numbers of birds on the floodplain.
If so, then well spotted! These changes have
been brought about through the Project, by
working closely with farmers and landowners
in the floodplain who have entered into agrienvironment schemes which fund the wetland
management.
The Long Preston floodplain is a unique area

The Long Preston Wet Grassland Project
began in 2004 aiming to improve the wildlife
value of the River Ribble floodplain in the Long
Preston area. The area naturally floods every
year and is a nationally important nature
conservation site, providing valuable habitat
for wading birds and aquatic plants. The land
is owned and managed by local farmers, who
play a vital role in the project. The Long
Preston floodplain can be easily seen from the
Ribble Way, Settle-Carlisle railway line and the
Wigglesworth to Rathmell road.
The project also aims to develop the potential
of this fantastic natural resource for the local
economy. This will improve the quality of
existing access and facilities for people to
enjoy and learn about the birds, wildlife and
grassland management and landscape history
of the floodplain.
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What’s happening in the area...

Come and see for yourself...
On Foot or Bike
See OS Explorer Map 02 Yorkshire Dales
Southern and Western areas, or OL41
Forest of Bowland 7 Ribblesdale. Please
also visit www.cyclethedales.org.uk and
www.sustrans.org.uk. Cycle hire is
available at Settle www.offtherails.org.uk
01729 824419

Ribble Way improvements
Project staff have been out along the
Ribble Way with North Yorkshire
County Council ranger Gary Atkinson
looking at where access can be
improved along the public footpath.
The coming months will see
upgraded stiles, gates and repairs to
dry stone walls which will make
walking along the Ribble Way much
safer and easier. Some
improvements to the car parking
areas near Cow Bridge will also be
seen this spring.

Interpretation
Countryside Code - Respect, protect, enjoy

Staff are working with design company
The Fuse on materials to help people
discover more about the place.

The Long Preston Deeps has a rich and
fascinating story to tell - landscape
history, farming, the floodplain and Site
of Special Scientific Interest. The
outstanding feature however, is of
course the bird populations and why the

place is so important as a refuge and
breeding site. On going surveys by RSPB
volunteers are also crucial to improve
our knowledge of how evolving land
management is supporting these
increasingly vulnerable populations. The
project is planning to tie in the
information and improved access to
local businesses so locals and visitors
can find out more about the place and
bring benefits to the local economy.

Visitors to the area are respectfully advised
to follow these guidelines:
• Be safe - plan ahead and follow any signs
• Do not stray from public rights of way
• Leave gates and property as you find them
• Protect plants and animals and take you
litter home
• Keep dogs under close control
• Consider other people

By Train or Bus
Train stations at Long Preston Giggleswick
or Settle. Contact National Rail 08457 48
49 50 for more information. Or visit:
www.settle-carlisle.co.uk
Bus Routes Monday to Saturday 580
Skipton, Long Preston and Settle. 581
Settle and Kirkby Lonsdale.The Bowland
Transit bus B1 Horton via Settle Rathmell
and Wigglesworth to Slaidburn. Sunday
services are limited Visit:
www.traveldales.org.uk or
www.dalesbus.org or call Traveline on
0871 200 22 33.
By Car
Use the A65 north to Settle and south to
Skipton, turning off at Long Preston on the
B4678 Wigglesworth and Slaidburn road.
Formal car parking is available in Long
Preston, Rathmell and Settle. Informal car
parking is at Cow Bridge near Long
Preston or Cockley Bank between
Wigglesworth and Rathmell.

What do when you are here...
Linear Walk
14km walk: From Settle or Long Preston using public transport walk either way and
use the bus or train for the other leg of the walk.
6km circular walk: Walk a circular route from Cow Bridge around Wigglesworth.
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Public events and education at Long Preston Deeps
Craven Conservation
Group enjoying a

Bird update - names and numbers
Breeding wading birds

February afternoon
walk viewing the
winter bird life on the
wet areas of the
floodplain.

Number of pairs
Year Lapwing
2003*

7.5

Estimated**26.5

2009 saw a number of educational events
down on the site for a few select local
groups. Many thanks to Mr Booth at
Wigglesworth Hall Farm and Mrs Ann
Crabtree who kindly allowed access to
Craven Conservation Group. In early
February a group visited to view the
birdlife and had an excellent walk,
although conditions were frozen and most
wildfowl were almost certainly in milder
conditions further down the valley at the
Ribble estuary. In August the group also

explored the site with local botanist Judith
Allinson recording the variety of wetland
plants growing. Walks along the Ribble
Way were also led for MSc Sustainable
Tourism students from Leeds
Metropolitan University and Foundation
Degree Environmental Conservation
students from Craven College. Both
groups were extremely interested in the
site as an example where farming,
conservation, research and education are
so well integrated.

2010 will also see new events and experiences with a focus on local youngsters
enjoying and learning about the Deeps. The project is delighted to welcome
support from local National Trust staff who have a long term link to both Long
Preston and Rathmell Primary schools. Heather Burrows, Education Officer, is
developing a link between the former and Edward Wilkinson at Ashes Park
farm. Later in May staff will be supporting an event with RSPB and Forest of
Bowland staff who are planning a day with Rathmell Primary school focused on
wading birds.

Redshank

Snipe

Curlew

Total

9

8

2.5

27

14

12

14.5

67

total
numbers
* 2003 bird survey carried out on 100 hectares of farmland, now in Higher Level Stewardship
** Estimated total numbers relates to the whole floodplan

Wintering birds

Number of individual birds
Year
2007/8

Pintail

Teal

Wigeon

Lapwing

Total

300

212

756

1248

2516

Birds images ©copyright www.rspb-images.com

Environmental Stewardship and the River Ribble Floodplain

Historic
Archaeological
survey

Long Preston Floodplain Area
Agri-Environment Schemes
and SSSI
462000

Key
Long Preston Study Area © Defra
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Because of the inclement weather field
work has been limited to higher, dryer
ground. Using GPS mapping and digital
photography, the fields on the southern
bank of the Ribble around Wigglesworth
Hall have systematically been fieldwalked and all man-made features
recorded. This is very ancient - pre 11th
century and the remains of tofts and
crofts, old field systems, holloways, walls,
drinking troughs, lime kilns, quarries etc.
have all been recorded.
The LiDAR highlighted Rathmell's ancient
fields which lie beneath the later
distinctive 'modern' walls built in the
17th-19th century, and the large earth
and stone linear banks (bunds) built as
flood prevention barriers.
Intensive recording on the northern bank
of the Ribble, in fields down to Cow
Bridge Lane identified the remains of the

458000

Extensive archive searches are being
carried out at local/county record offices
and other known collections - records and
maps for Long Preston are extensive and
available to us, but Rathmell has a dearth
of primary documents and is proving
more of a problem. However, it's a 3 year
project and we are only 1 year into the
work, many more exciting things are just
waiting for us. Interpretation of data and
field work mapping is progressing well
and items such as photos, maps etc may
be inspected at Procter House in Settle.

457000

old sewage waste system with glazed
pottery troughs running around the field,
now replaced with a modern enclosed
system. Water drainage schemes dating
from late 18th century, for Long Preston
Beck and the River Ribble are also very
evident, and the medieval mill race that
still runs under the road. Fragments of
the older, pre-enclosure banked hedges
are still in evidence as are disused stone
field drains, water troughs, sheep pens
etc mixed in with the modern (late18thc.)
stone walls.

Over 100 hectares of the floodplain are
currently managed under the Higher
Level Scheme. There are a number of
options available to restore wet grassland
and manage meadows and rushy
pastures to improve conditions for
breeding waders and wintering wildfowl.
Using various water control structures,
water levels can be managed at or near
field surface level, in to early Summer.
These shallow pools are essential to the
wading birds and their chicks as they
contain invertebrates which are the their
main food source.
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The North Craven Historic Research
Group started a survey of the area in
2009.
Modern computer methods using LiDAR
(Light Detection And Ranging measures
the height of the ground surface and
other features in large areas of landscape
at high resolution.), aerial photographs
and Google Earth imagery have been used
extensively to find the most rewarding
sites for field walking. The township
boundaries have also been inspected and
recorded, where relevant to the project.

HLS builds upon this, targeting more
complex habitats, with more detailed
management requirements.
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Around 90% of the Long Preston Project
area is managed under Natural England's
Environmental Stewardship Scheme. This
is a voluntary government scheme open
to all farmers and landowners, where
they are financially rewarded for good
stewardship of the land. The scheme is
split in to two layers, Entry Level (ELS)
and Higher Level (HLS). ELS delivers
simple and effective environmental
management across the whole farm and

When the breeding season is over the
water levels can then be lowered to
enable farmers to make silage or hay or
to increase the number of livestock
grazing the pastures. With additional
measures such as; cattle grazing, rush
control, fertiliser reduction and light
spring grazing, the floodplain will provide
a rich mosaic of wet grassland, pools,
reedbeds and rushes that will be host to a
vast number and variety of birds
throughout Summer and Winter.

Grant award success
The project is delighted to announce the award of 2 grants which will see
exciting developments on site at Long Preston Deeps between now and 2011.
Grants of £20 000 have been awarded from the Dales LEADER Programme
and the North Yorkshire Aggregate Grant Scheme. These grants will
compliment the funding from Natural England which is being invested
through agri-environmental schemes and Environment Agency which is
supporting research into the hydrology of the site - how water moves above
and below ground.

