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Long Preston Wet Grassland Project - What’s it all about?
Welcome to the second newsletter for
the Long Preston Wet Grassland Project
(The Project).
Since the first newsletter was produced
this time last year, the Project has gone
from strength to strength! We would like
to thank all the project farmers, local
businesses, partners and funders for
their support to date.

has reduced winter bedding costs
dramatically at one of the farms,
Wigglesworth Hall farm. An historic
bridge is being restored to allow
continued access for livestock and
machinery onto the floodplain and we are
hoping to undertake a peat study to find
out more about what the floodplain may
have looked like, during the millennia
when the peat was forming.

Adrian Shepherd, the Project's specialist
wetland adviser, has continued working
closely with farmers and landowners on
the floodplain. This spring, there will be
130 hectares (over 300 acres) of farmed
land which has been/ is in the process of
being restored to thriving wetland habitat,
supported by Higher Level Stewardship.
We are now seeing an interconnected
network of dynamic wetlands develop
across the floodplain, which this Spring is
already alive with breeding wading birds
and buzzing with other wildlife.

To help people enjoy the delights of the
Long Preston floodplain, we have
developed a 'Wetland Trail' which
encourages locals and those from further
afield to explore the floodplain via public
rights of way and public transport. Six
interpretation panels, each with a unique
story to tell, are located around the
Project area and there are several places
to eat, drink and relax along the way. If
you are travelling by car, then there are
several viewpoints.

Restoring wetlands bring about other
benefits too. Rush baling last back-end

We hope you enjoy this newsletter and
we welcome your feedback.

River Ribble Restoration Plan

Wetland Trail
The project has made
great steps forward
this spring by
providing information
about the importance
of the area through a
series of information
panels at local sites.
Local people and
visitors can find and
read the various
panels at the
following locations:

Update provided by Environment
Agency and Natural England
A Plan means a welcome change of
status
The Long Preston Deeps Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) now has a
formal river restoration plan. This was
jointly signed up to by the Environment
Agency and Natural England in
December 2010. Previously this
riverine SSSI was considered to be in
“unfavourable” condition but adoption of
the Plan now means the status has
changed to “unfavourable recovering”
condition.
How is the SSSI “Unfavourable”?

River Ribble - at the
Plough Inn, Wigglesworth

Wetland - at Giggleswick
Railway Station

Landscape History - at
Settle Railway Station

Birdlife – at the maypole
Inn, Long Preston

Farming - at the Craven
Arms, Giggleswick

Ribble Way near Cow
Bridge, Long Preston and
at the north of the
floodplain under the A65

Please visit the project’s website www.longprestonwetgrasslandproject.org.uk
for further information about the area and the project.
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The River Ribble at Long Preston Deeps
has a severely altered flooding regime
with the river substantially
disconnected from its floodplain. This
produces a river form which under high
flows inhibits the formation of natural
habitat and ecology. Extensive flood
banks confine all but the more extreme
flows to the main channel and
immediate overbank area.
Restoration Vision
Although relatively high-level and
aspirational, the river and floodplain
restoration plan proposes actions to
recreate a more dynamic system,
optimising channel and floodplain form
and function through assisted natural
recovery. Related actions to develop

in-channel and floodplain habitats can
only benefit the number and diversity of
flora and fauna species. Ultimately,
this will improve the resilience of the
ecology to climate change and
contribute to future quality of game and
coarse angling due to a more complex
and wider array of habitats.
Implementing the Plan
To act on the plan, the Environment
Agency and Natural England recognise
the importance of future collaboration
with land managers, farmers, the local
community, angling clubs, shooting
groups, voluntary groups and individual
citizens. The feedback received during
the consultation for the plan, notably
from events in October and November,
has been greatly appreciated and
helpful. It has ensured key concerns,
constraints and opportunities,
particularly relating to agriculture and
fisheries, have been considered in plan.
The next stage will be to engage further
with stakeholders and carefully develop
the actions, mostly through one to one
engagement with the aim of
implementation through consent.
A copy of the River Restoration Plan
with Appendices (including one on
consultation) can be accessed by the
following link:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/yorkshire_
and_the_humber/ourwork/riverribblerestoration.aspx
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Farmers Reap Rewards Of Managing Wetlands

Breeding wading birds

An event at Wigglesworth Hall farm
last September demonstrated the
benefits of rush management to local
farmers, showing how it can provide
financial returns as well as
benefitting local wildlife.
The event attracted a keen group of
local farmers who came to learn more
about different types of rush
management. The Project is working
with farmers to improve the wildlife
value of the Ribble floodplain at Long
Preston, an important habitat for
breeding wading birds like lapwing,
redshank and curlew. Rush
management is essential to help
create the ideal conditions for these
special birds to feed and breed
successfully.
The demonstration also highlighted
added benefits of wet grassland
management to the farm business. At
Wigglesworth Hall farm over 500 big
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Wintering birds

rush bales were taken off the land to
be used for cattle bedding over the
winter. Eric and Edward Booth, tenant
farmers at Wigglesworth Hall farm,
said: “The weather has been good for
this summer and we’ve managed to
bale up the cut rush to be used for
cattle bedding, which means that we
won’t need to buy in straw this winter,
thus saving us money and benefiting
the wildlife on the farm.”
Adrian Shepherd, the Long Preston
Wet Grassland Adviser employed by
the RSPB on behalf of the Project,
added: “The benefit of rush control and
cattle grazing for wildlife, especially
breeding wading birds, is that by
controlling rush through cutting and
weed wiping, we can create a varied
grassland structure with lots of short
areas for birds to feed their chicks,
with raised water levels providing
shallow pools of water full of aquatic
invertebrate food and plenty of muddy
edges for birds to probe.”
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Bird update - names and numbers

Peak
count

In 2010, the Long Preston floodplain was included (for the first time) in a
national Breeding Waders Of Wet Meadow survey, co-ordinated by the RSPB,
BTO and Natural England. This national survey assesses the numbers of
breeding wading birds across a series of fields within defined target areas,
usually a floodplain with wetland habitat.
This national survey has been repeated on a series of sites over the last few
decades (1982, 1995, 2002 and now 2010). It gives us a very valuable insight into
the fortunes of breeding wading birds across the UK and allows us to assess the
effectiveness of agri-environment scheme measures.
The results from Long Preston are impressive and show that there are in excess
of 80 pairs of breeding wading birds of conservation concern (lapwing,
redshank, snipe and curlew) on the floodplain in total. This clearly identifies the
project area as a regionally important site for breeding wading birds, especially
in a river floodplain location.
To put this into an England context, there are now only a handful of sites south
of a line drawn between the Humber and the Dee, that support all four species
of breeding wading bird of conservation concern and even these sites do not
support the numbers found at Long Preston.
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What’s happening in the area

Environmental Stewardship on the Floodplain

Restoration of the Bridge over Wigglesworth Beck
This attractive arched stone
bridge that crosses
Wigglesworth Beck to the wet
grassland next to the River
Ribble, upstream of Cow Bridge,
is thought to be between 125 –
150 years old. It was originally
constructed to provide access for
livestock and farm vehicles.

scheme in Spring 2011.

Over the years it has suffered from lack
of maintenance, weathering and stock
damage and is now in quite a poor state
of repair. Loss of extensive sections of
its parapets make it quite unsafe, lime
mortar has decayed in many areas and a
young Ash tree has the potential to
cause significant structural damage if
left in place.

Water level control structures have been
in place for a few years on a large
agreement in the south of the floodplain.
These have proved to be very effective at
holding water on the land during the
nesting season in spring/early summer
when the land would typically be drying
out. These areas of water are vital to
waders and their chicks, providing a
valuable food source.

Funding has been provided through
Natural England’s Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme to restore the
bridge so it can continue to be used and
appreciated as a valuable landscape
feature on the floodplain for many years
to come.
A management plan has been
completed to survey the bridge and
determine the extent of works,
hopefully, depending on the weather,
works will start in summer 2011.
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A feasibility study is now taking place on
another area of land under agreement.
This identifies potential methods to
control water without impacting on
neighbouring land. Hopefully the works
can take place once the breeding
season is over at the end of July.
About 95% of the Long Preston Wet
Grassland Project area is now managed
under Natural England’s Environmental
Stewardship Scheme. Over 115ha of wet
grassland is being restored in the
Higher Level Stewardship Scheme with
a further 15 ha due to come in to the

This is a real achievement and hopefully
the results will soon start to be visible
on the floodplain, with extensive areas
of shallow pools, rushy tussocks and
lightly grazed pastures providing ideal
conditions for the breeding wading birds
and their chicks.
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Working
together...
LEADER funding is being made available
through the Rural Development
Programme for England, which is jointly
funded by Defra and the European Union,
and is managed by Yorkshire Forward in
the Yorkshire and Humber region.
The North Yorkshire Aggregates Scheme
provides funding to communities
impacted by aggregates quarrying. The
priority is projects that increase
volunteering, community activity and
those that conserve and enhance
biodiversity, natural habitats and the

natural and built environments. The
scheme is managed by the Yorkshire
Dales Millennium Trust on behalf of
North Yorkshire County Council.

Getting Involved:
If you are interested in the project and
would like more information or to get
involved please contact:
Tim Youngs - Conservation Officer
RSPB (Northern England Team)
c/o Hill Top Farmhouse
Colby, Appleby-in-Westmorland
Cumbria CA16 6BD
Tel: 017683 53271
Email: tim.youngs@rspb.org.uk
Adrian Shepherd - Long Preston Wet
Grassland Project Contract Adviser
2 Mount Pleasant
Wigglesworth, Skipton
N Yorks BD23 4RN
Tel: 01729 840620
Email: adrian.shepherd@rspb.org.uk

Dave Tayler
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust
The Old Post Office, Main Street
Clapham, N Yorks LA2 8DP
Tel: 015242 51002
Email: david.tayler@ydmt.org
For Environmental Stewardship
enquiries:
Caragh Clayton-Chance
Lead Adviser, Nidderdale & Craven
Land Management Team
Natural England
25 Queen Street
Leeds LS1 2UN
Tel: 0300 0604188
Email: caragh.claytonchance@naturalengland.co.uk

