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Introduction 

There is a long history of bird recording in the Long Preston area and it is gratifying to be 

able to continue with this tradition by publishing the 2014 Long Preston bird report.  Long 

Preston Deeps is in the area of the upper Ribble valley between Long Preston and Settle, 

lying between the Forest of Bowland and Yorkshire Dales National Park.  This unique area of 

lowland wet grassland stretches from Settle south to Cow Bridge, where the Wigglesworth 

to Long Preston Road crosses the river, and is bordered on the east by Long Preston and the 

A65 and the Wigglesworth to Rathmell road on the west.  Along with the nearby Hellifield 

Flash, these habitats provide an important area for breeding, passage and wintering birds.   

 

In 2004 the Long Preston Wet Grassland Project was set up, an ambitious partnership 

between conservation organisations and local farmers to manage the wet grassland habitat 

in the Long Preston Deeps area.  The project aims are to: 

 

• Improve the physical and ecological health of the River Ribble and its wet grassland 

habitat, to benefit wading birds, wildfowl and other wildlife. 

• Create opportunities for the local economy to benefit from this valuable natural 

resource. 

• Improve access to the area for people to learn about the grassland, its birds, 

wildlife and management.  

 

A number of conservation organisations work alongside the local farmers, landowners, 

angling club and wildfowlers to help deliver these conservation objectives. The key partners 

include the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, Natural England, Environment Agency, North 

Yorkshire County Council, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Yorkshire Dales National 

Park Authority, and the Ribble Rivers Trust.     

 

The aim of this report is to document the status of birds in what is a relatively under 

watched area of the county.  These records are included in the Yorkshire county bird report 

published by the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union and will be used to assist and support the 

work of the Long Preston Wet Grassland Project.   

 

Finally, thanks to everyone who has submitted records for 2014 enabling us to produce this 

report. We hope that this will encourage more birdwatchers to visit the area and increase 

the number of records that are submitted, helping us to build up a better understanding of 

the status of the bird species in the Long Preston area.   

 

 

 

Ian Court 
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A summary of the Long Preston Wet Grassland Project Achievements in 2014 

This partnership project is focused on the Ribble Valley south of Settle and has been 

described as one of the best wetland restoration schemes in the country, with benefits for 

wildlife, farmers and local businesses. This year we continued to employ a part time Project 

Officer who, with the project chairman /YDMT Deputy Director, managed the partnership 

and co-ordinated activity. This included co-ordinating monthly bird surveys and a full 

Wetland Breeding Birds Survey with volunteers, two new water level management plans, 

supporting the delivery of a further river restoration project with 370m of flood bank re-

located, managing the construction of a bird hide and associated water scrape. The project 

had 11 events including walks, talks and demonstrations with 317 people attending. In 

addition Ian Court, as a volunteer, researched and wrote a summary of the bird species that 

have occurred in the area over the last 50 years.  A Ten Year Celebration in September saw 

the launch of the book and a gathering of farmers, businesses, anglers and conservation 

organisations. In October the project had the great honour of winning the ‘Greener Craven’ 

Community Champions Award with a presentation and showing of a project film to an 

audience in Skipton. 

 

 
                                                                                  (Photo: YDMT)  

 

The official opening of the bird hide at Long Preston Deeps, Sept 2015.  

 

 

 

David Tayler 

Deputy Director, Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust. 
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Long Preston Recording Area 

The recording area combines the Long Preston Wetland Grassland Project area, and the 

adjacent area to the south including Hellifield Flash.  A map of the recording area that 

includes details of access points can be found on the following page.   

 

The conservation management that has been implemented by the project has only been 

possible because of the close cooperation with the local farmers, other land users and local 

residents.  We would ask that visitors are considerate when parking and do not block any 

access.  Visitors should also be aware that fishermen are regularly present along the river 

and wildfowling takes place between 1st September and 31st January.    

 

In order to maintain these positive relationships the project would like to remind visitors 

that the Long Preston floodplain is in private ownership and should only be accessed using 

the public rights of way shown on the project trail map.  There are good but limited 

opportunities for watching the area from the surrounding roads, with a series of viewpoints 

also shown on the trail map, but please be aware that the birds can be distant and a 

telescope is strongly recommended.   

 

The bird hide can be access along the Ribble Way, north from Cow Bridge.  Car parking is 

very limited so please ensure that you do not block any roads or access tracks.  Park 

carefully by the bridge at SD 82799 57022.  

 

Hellifield Flash is viewable from Waterside Lane, accessed from the A65 approximately 1 km 

north of Hellifield.  Please park sensibly on the roadside to avoid blocking any access and 

view from the road.  The Flash can also be viewed from public footpaths but please be 

aware that that birds can be flushed from so it is recommended that it is viewed from the 

road. Visitors should be aware that water levels do fluctuate depending on rainfall and so 

during the summer, the Flash may dry out completely.   

 

Bird Records 

If visiting the area we hope that you will take the time to submit your bird records.  There is 

a log book in the bird hide where sightings can be recorded.  The area is also covered by the 

East Lancashire Ornithologists’ Club and details of recent sightings can be found on their 

website http://www.eastlancsornithologists.org.uk/Rep-Birdlist.aspx. Details of any bird 

sightings can be submitted via the website and will be incorporated into future Long Preston 

bird reports. Alternatively, details can be submitted to the YNU North Yorkshire Bird 

Recorder Ian Court ian.court@mypostoffice.co.uk   
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A Map of the Long Preston Recording Area and Access Information 
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A Summary of the 2014 Long Preston Breeding Bird Survey  

Natural England commissioned the Long Preston Floodplain Project Officer (LPFPO), 

employed by the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, to undertake this survey in April 2014. 

To enable the survey to be comparable to the 2010 RSPB/NE Breeding Waders of Lowland 

Wet Grassland, the survey specification included the same 110 fields covered by the 2010 

survey by the LPFPO. Four volunteer surveyors who assisted with the 2010 survey 

undertook the fieldwork. The surveys were undertaken using the O’Brien & Smith method 

with visits being made in the prescribed periods in the months of April, May and June.  The 

results were mapped and used to determine the number of breeding waders present.    

 

Long Preston Deeps SSSI Bird Survey Results 2014 

The results were compiled on a field by field basis, with each of the 110 fields surveyed 

listed where lowland damp grasslands breeding bird assemblage species were recorded.   

The estimated number of pairs of breeding waders has been calculated on a field by field 

basis, although it is acknowledged that can result in some over estimates in terms of the 

breeding numbers for the whole floodplain, particularly in survey patches where field sizes 

are small. This field by field estimate also does not consider potential overlap particularly at 

Long Preston Deeps with the more mobile species particularly Redshank and Oystercatcher, 

which occur on the edge of separate survey patches particularly along the River Ribble.  The 

final population estimates of the five main breeding waders are shown in table 1 for the 

whole floodplain, including the whole SSSI and all fields in HLS management options:  

 

Table 1.  The number of pairs of breeding waders in the Long Preston Deeps Area in 2014. 

 

Species No. of breeding pairs 

Curlew 12 

Lapwing 14 

Oystercatcher 19 

Redshank 8 

Snipe 6 

  

Breeding Waders in the Long Preston Deeps Area: A Summary of Recent Surveys 

The low lying areas of wet grassland in the Long Preston Deeps area have always been an 

important area for breeding waders, with the delivery of management to maintain and 

enhance these populations one of the fundamental reasons for the development of the 

Long Preston Wet Grassland project.  In order to inform management decisions a number of 

targeted surveys have been undertaken during the course of the project to determine the 

number of breeding waders present in different parts of the project area.   

 

Surveys of the River Ribble (Long Preston Deeps) Site of Special Scientific Interest 

In 2003 a breeding wader survey was undertaken by English Nature covering approximately 

73% of the southern section of the SSSI to determine a baseline population estimate of 

breeding waders.  This area forms part of the River Ribble Long Preston Deeps SSSI and was 

surveyed using standardised methodologies involving three different surveys within three 

hours of dawn during defined periods in April, May and June (O’Brien and Smith, 1993).  
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A total of 32 pairs of breeding waders were found including five pairs of Oystercatcher, 

seven or eight pairs of Lapwing, eight pairs of Snipe, two or three pairs of Curlew and nine 

pairs of Redshank.  

 

A more comprehensive wader survey undertaken in 2010 over a larger part of the project 

area, but including the same area surveyed in 2003 has enabled a comparison of wader 

populations with the SSSI to be made.  The results showed a notable increase in the 

breeding wader population with four pairs of Oystercatcher, 14 or 15 pairs of Lapwing, nine 

pairs of Snipe, three pairs of Curlew and nine pairs Redshank located.   

 

2007 and 2010 Breeding Wader Surveys of the Whole Floodplain 

The whole floodplain was surveyed by the project officer and a team of volunteers in 2007 

and 2010 using the standardized survey method (O’Brien and Smith, 1993).  This involved 

three survey visits between dawn and dusk between the dates of 15
th

 and 30
th

 April, 1
st

 and 

21
st

 May and 22
nd

 May and 18
th

 June.   

  

The work undertaken in 2010 was part of a national survey of lowland wet grassland sites 

coordinated by the RSPB, BTO and Natural England to monitor the breeding wader 

populations and the effectiveness of agri-environment schemes in maintaining these 

populations. The River Ribble Long Preston Deeps SSSI was chosen as one of the sites in 

2010 but additional survey work was undertaken to include the whole of the floodplain, 

with fieldwork was undertaken by the project officer and six local volunteers. The results of 

the survey work are shown in table 1 with the results from the 2014 survey added as a 

comparison.    

 

Table 1.  A comparison of breeding wader survey records in the Long Preston Deeps area in 

2007, 2010 and 2014.   

 

Species No. pairs 2007 No. pairs 2010 No. pairs 2014 

Curlew 13 16 12 

Lapwing 16 33 14 

Oystercatcher 21 30 19 

Redshank 5 14 8 

Snipe 2 10 6 

Totals 57 103 59 

 

These figures show that the Long Preston Deeps area supports a regionally important 

population of breeding waders and is highly significant in a lowland wet grassland context.   

 

Adrian Shepherd 

Long Preston Floodplain Project Officer 
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A Systematic List of the Birds of Hellifield Flash and Long Preston Deeps   

The systematic list includes casual records along with comprehensive monitoring data 

derived from the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) and other surveys. The WeBS counts for Long 

Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash are undertaken by a team of volunteer local bird 

watchers and members of the Craven & Pendle RSPB group that are coordinated by the 

LPFPO project officer.   

 

There is considerable movement of wildfowl and waders between Hellifield Flash and the 

Long Preston Deeps area, even on a daily basis, and so for many species the peak monthly 

counts derived from casual observations are included along with a summary of the monthly 

WeBS counts.   

   

Where appropriate, records of rare birds are subject to acceptance by the British Birds 

Rarity Committee or the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union.      

    

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor 

A single was present at Hellifield Flash between 25
th

 Jan and 1
st

 Feb at least and was the 

only record at this location.  There were no confirmed breeding records but two adults and 

a juvenile on the Ribble near Cow Bridge on 27
th

 Sept may have bred in the recording area.  

Four seen from the bird hide on 24
th

 Dec was the highest count of the year.   

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston 2 2 0 1 2 0 5 2 1 0 4 0 

 

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus Cygnus 

It was not a particularly good year for this species but the main flooded areas on Long 

Preston Deeps attracted three on 27
th

 Feb and 50 on 8
th

 March, with 24 still present the 

following day.  Two were also on Hellifield Flash on 22
nd

 March. The only record in the latter 

part of the year was a group of six that flew north west over the floodplain on 1
st

 Nov.   

 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus 

There were also very few records of this species during the year with 18 on the southern 

floodplain on 6
th

, four near Wigglesworth Hall on 13
th

 and 300 west over the floodplain in 

two skeins on 21
st

 Jan.  In the latter half of the year six were at Hellifield Flash on 24
th

 Oct 

and two separate flocks of 28 and eight flew south west over Long Preston Deeps on 16
th

 

Dec.   

 

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser 

Given population increases elsewhere in the county, it is surprising that there are so few 

records of this species in the recording area.  At Hellifield Flash two were present on 1
st

 Jan, 

there were three on 29
th

 Sept with singles on 24
th

 Oct and 4
th

 Dec.  On Long Preston Deeps 

there were two on 8
th

 and five on 19
th

 March, eight were present in front of the hide on 14
th

 

Sept with two on 26
th

 Dec.  
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Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston 0 0 2 3 14 0 1 1 0 1 6 0 

Hellifield Flash 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 

 

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis 

Numbers appear to be relatively stable with the WeBs and casual records shown below.  No 

breeding records were received.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston 7 107 98 1 24 0 6 221 24 243 412 1 

Hellifield Flash 0 112 0 6 2 0 0 5 35 248 2 100 

 

Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston 15 150 75 - - - - - 16 350 350 250 

Hellifield Flash 128 - 2 5 2 - - 200 260 68 - - 

             

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis 

Three at Hellifield Flash on 29
th

 Sept were the only records of the year.    

 

SHELDUCK (Common Shelduck) Tadorna tadorna 

The number of birds at Hellifield Flash fluctuated during the spring indicating some passage 

through the area, with March records including two on 8
th

, 13 on 9
th

, two to four between 

14
th

 and 19
th

, six on 21
st

, 20 on 25
th

 and 15 on 27
th. 

There were no records submitted in April 

but in May there were ten on 1
st

, 18
th

 on 3
rd

, 23 on 6
th

, 16 0n 9
th

, 24 on 21
st

. The latter 

represents the highest count, exceeding the 18 present on Long Preston Deeps on 11
th

 Feb 

1985.    
 

A minimum of two pairs bred in the area with a pair at Hellifield Flash fledging five young 

and there was at least one pair in the Long Preston Deeps area, with a pair with five young 

on the southern floodplain on 4
th

 June.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  1 3 7 4 4 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hellifield Flash  3 2 4 7 13 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 
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Monthly maxima (not including breeding records) at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston 2 4 3 - 5 - - 1 - - - - 

Hellifield Flash 8 3 20 - 24 - - - - - - - 

 

WIGEON (Eurasian Wigeon) Anas penelope 

The number of birds in the first winter period was very similar to previous years.  As birds 

headed north in April numbers declined at Hellifield Flash from 150 at the start of the 

month to eight on 29
th

, with only a single male on 6th May and six on 9th.  

The first birds in the latter half of the year were two female types at Hellifield Flash on 18
th

 

Aug with a male and two females flying over long Preston Deeps on 31
st

 Aug.  Numbers in 

Oct and Nov were also similar to previous year apart from 1150 present at Hellifield Flash on 

28
th

 Dec, which is the highest single count within the recording area.   

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  226 512 199 3 1 0 0 0 0 186 340 186 

Hellifield Flash  316 211 230 6 0 0 0 0 20 185 280 100 

 

Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston - - 490 - - - - 2 12 - - - 

Hellifield Flash 700 140 160 150 6 - - 8 120 250 - 1150 

 

GADWALL Anas strepera 

This species normally occurs in small numbers in both winter periods but surprisingly there 

were no casual records during the first half of the year.  At Hellifield Flash a male and female 

were present on 11
th

 and 13
th

 Sept.  There were more regular sightings in Dec with a pair 

present on 4
th

, increasing to two males and three females on 5
th

, with a male and female 

still present on 28
th

.   

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 

Hellifield Flash  0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

 

TEAL (Eurasian Teal) Anas crecca 

As with the other waterfowl, the number of Teal recorded was very similar to previous 

years.  The number of wintering birds declined during April with only three pairs remaining 

at Hellifield Flash by 28
th

. The first records of birds in the latter half of the year were 20 at 

Hellifield Flash on 10
th

 Aug but numbers remained low during the remainder of the year.  
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There were also up to ten regularly reported on the scrape opposite the hide between Sept 

and Dec.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  89 167 187 24 2 0 0 15 30 19 161 165 

Hellifield Flash  42 9 15 9 0 0 0 0 18 19 26 70 

 

Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston - - 162 - - - - - - - 150 113 

Hellifield Flash 100 20 30 14 - - - 140 163 15 - 90 

 

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos 

There is a tendency for this species to be overlooked and under-recorded as can be seen 

from the paucity of casual records. The WeBs counts are similar to those in recent years 

with the exception of notably high counts of 300 in Aug and Sept.   

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  127 30 46 13 18 13 12 106 4 75 26 21 

Hellifield Flash  108 25 9 1 12 0 7 25 93 28 196 0 

 

Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  127 - - - - - - 330 300 - - - 

Hellifield Flash  - - 8 - - - - 100 15 250 - 17 

 

PINTAIL (Northern Pintail) Anas acuta 

The numbers recorded on Long Preston Deeps in Jan and Feb represent the highest counts 

within the recording area but, during the rest of the year, counts were much lower than in 

previous years.  These figures show that away from the Lower Derwent Valley, the Long 

Preston area is one of the most important sites in the county for wintering Pintail.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  103 108 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 6 

Hellifield Flash  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
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Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  2 - 16 - - - - - - - - - 

Hellifield Flash  8 - 2 - - - - - - - 17 21 

 

SHOVELER (Northern Shoveler) Anas clypeata 

The number of birds present in the first winter period was slightly higher than in previous 

years but following a male and a female-type on 10
th

 Aug, numbers in the second winter 

period were similar to those in recent years.     

At Hellifield Flash two pairs remained until the end of April, with a pair and a single male still 

present on 1
st

 May when the paired male vigorously chased the single male away when it 

approached too close.  With at least one pair present on 6
th

 May, one male present until 

13
th

 and again on 21
st

, it appears that one, possible two pairs attempted to breed.  

Unfortunately any breeding attempts would have been flooded out in mid-May.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  11 10 17 1 2 0 0 0 2 0 3 3 

Hellifield Flash  12 5 14 0 1 0 0 0 6 0 21 24 

 

Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Hellifield Flash 24 12 18 4 4 - - 5 17 5 36 - 

 

POCHARD (Common Pochard) Aythya farina 

This is a relatively scarce bird in the recording area with only a single male present at 

Hellifield Flash between 3
rd

 and 30
th

 March.  

 

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula 

The only records were at Hellifield Flash where it appeared that there was a regular 

turnover of birds in April and May.   

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Hellifield Flash  3 2 5 5 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

 

Monthly maxima at Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Hellifield Flash  16 4 10 12 - - - 8 - - - - 
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COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra 

A female was present at Hellifield Flash on 9
th

 April (KM: TC).  

 

GOLDENEYE (Common Goldeneye) Bucephala clangula 

At Hellifield Flash there were regular sightings in Jan with records including a female on 1
st

, 

a male and female on 4
th

, three on 6
th

, two on 11
th

 and 17
th

 with a first winter male, adult 

male and female on 25
th

.  There were also three on 15
th

 Feb, a female between 17
th

 on 19
th

, 

and a first winter male and female present between 19
th

 Feb and 9
th

 March.  In April a 

female was also present from 17
th

 to 23
rd

.  In the latter half of the year there was a female 

on 11
th

 Nov with two on 17
th

.  The only record on Long Preston Deeps was a pair on the 

Ribble on 13
th

 Dec.  

 

GOOSANDER (Common Merganser) Mergus merganser 

There were two on the Ribble on a number of dates in April and May. A crèche of 14 birds 

during June is indicative of breeding somewhere along the Ribble but it is not clear if this 

was within the recording area.  The only other records were two in Aug, and eight that flew 

south over the Ribble below Long Preston on 29
th

 Oct.  

 

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa 

Large numbers are released for shooting in the surrounding area but the only records 

received were two at Hellifield Flash on 9
th

 April.  

 

PHEASANT (Common Pheasant) Phasianus colchicus 

Another species released in large numbers for shooting, with numerous low single figure 

counts received.   

 

CORMORANT (Great Cormorant) Phalacrocorax carbo 

Relatively few records were received other than one or two birds reported over the 

floodplain from 31
st

 Aug until 27
th

 Sept. 

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  0 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 1 

 

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta 

One was present at the roadside pool on the Rathmell to Settle road on 11
th

 Jan (IRC).  

 

GREAT WHITE EGRET (Great Egret) Ardea alba 

One flew over the Long Preston floodplain and appeared to land on 14
th

 Aug (GT).  This was 

a new bird for the recording area with full details at the end of this report.  

 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea 

One or two birds were reported occasionally on Hellifield Flash but more regularly on Long 

Preston Deeps. An adult and juvenile were seen on various dates in Sept at least at both 



 

 

Long Preston Bird Report 

2014 

locations.  One to three birds were also present on Long Preston Deeps between Jan and 

June, and other than three on 19
th

 Sept, one or two birds were present until the year end.  

 

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis 

The only records at Hellifield Flash were singles on 4
th 

March and 7
th

 Sept.  All other records 

were on the Ribble in the Cow Bridge area with up to three in Jan and a single on 27
th

 Feb.  

There was a single in July and between one and three birds present along the same stretch 

of river between 1
st

 and 7th Dec.     

 

MARSH HARRIER (Western Marsh Harrier) Circus aeruginosus 

At least one second calendar year female summered in the Long Preston Deeps area with 

intermittent sightings between June and Oct, with at least two present on 14
th

 Aug and 18
th

 

Sept.  It is likely that these birds were wandering quite widely, as on a number of occasions 

a single bird was seen heading either north west or high to the west.   

 

HEN HARRIER (Northern Harrier) Circus cyaneus 

In stark contrast to the fortunes of the Marsh Harrier, there were only two records of Hen 

Harrier during the year with a ringtail over the southern end of the floodplain on 19
th

 Jan 

(AS) and a female hunting ‘Snipe Ground’ in front of the bird hide on 31
st

 Oct (EK). 

 

SPARROWHAWK (Eurasian Sparrowhawk) Accipter nisus 

There were records of single birds in the Long Preston Deeps area in all months of the year, 

with singles over Hellifield Flash in July and Aug.   

 

BUZZARD (Common Buzzard) Buteo buteo 

There were a number of reports of single birds over the floodplain primarily from Sept 

onwards, coinciding with the opening of the hide.  There are a number of territorial pairs 

adjacent to the recording area which presumably account for most of the sightings.  The 

only juvenile was reported on 27
th

 Sept.   

 

KESTREL (Common Kestrel) Falco tinnunculus 

The one or two birds that were reported from Long Preston Deeps in the latter four months 

of the year are probably an underestimation of the status of this species within the area.  

 

MERLIN Falco columbarius 

A single was seen from the bird hide on 11
th

 and a juvenile flew over Cow Bridge on 16
th

 

Sept. 

 

PEREGRINE (Peregrine Falcon) Falco peregrinus 

A juvenile female was over Hellifield Flash on 19
th

 Sept, with at least one bird present 

intermittently in the Long Preston Deeps area in Nov and Dec.     

 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus 

One was heard calling in juncus in front of the bird hide on 1
st

 Dec (RC).  
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MOORHEN (Common Moorhen) Gallinula chloropus 

In the Long Preston Deeps area three to four birds were present during the first six months 

of the year, and although none were seen in July and Aug, there were one or two each 

month until the year end.  Most records referred to singles present along the Ribble near 

Cow Bridge and from the bird hide from Sept, with three noted on 16
th

 Dec.    

 

COOT (Common Coot) Fulica atra 

There has been a significant decline in the number of birds wintering in the area, with a 

similar trend noted at Malham Tarn.  At Hellifield Flash the monthly maxima in 2012 were 

61 in Sept, 71 in Oct and 88 in Nov but during 2014, there was not a single record during the 

same period.   

There were at least four nesting pairs on the main flash on 17
th

 May with two nests on 

Station pool, but the breeding success is not known.  On Long Preston Deeps four birds were 

present on 23
rd

 April including a pair nest building, but these failed when flood water 

receded.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash  

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  0 0 7 10 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hellifield Flash  11 15 15 17 10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

Monthly maxima at Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Hellifield Flash 15 14 21 18 20 - - 16 - - - - 

 

OYSTERCATCHER (Eurasian Oystercatcher) Haematopus ostralegus 

At Hellifield Flash there were records throughout the first half of the year with numbers 

increasing from four on 5
th

 Jan to 15 at the end of the month.  There appeared to be a high 

turnover of birds during Feb, March and April as birds presumably passed through the area, 

with notable counts in Feb of 34 on 15
th

 and 26 on 19
th

.  In March there were also 26
 
on 3

rd
 

and 20 on 8
th

, with a peak April count of 13 on 25
th

.  There were very few records in the 

latter half of the year with singles on 4
th

 Sept and 5
th

 Dec.   

Elsewhere, the small roadside flash near at Settle SW attracted 12 on 25
th

 Jan, 77 on 9
th

 

March and 21 on 27
th

 April.  Other than the WeBs counts, there were singles on Long 

Preston Deeps on 6
th

 Oct and 2
nd

 Nov.   

A minimum of 19 pairs bred in the Long Preston Deeps area  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  10 30 36 22 8 4 4 0 0 2 0 0 

Hellifield Flash  1 36 15 5 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 
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LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius 

All bar one record were at Hellifield Flash where two on 30
th

 March were the first of the 

year.  What was presumably the same pair was present throughout April, with one bird seen 

nest scraping on 19th, and into May, when one bird was incubating on at least 9
th

.  

Unfortunately the nesting attempt failed after being flooded out in mid-May.  A third bird 

was also present on 29
th

 April and 9
th

 May with two on Station Pool on 13
th

 May.  Late 

summer records included four on 1
st

, one on 9
th

 and a juvenile on 20
th

 July.   

The only record in the Long Preston Deeps area was two near Wigglesworth on 13
th

 July.  

 

RINGED PLOVER (Common Ringed Plover) Charadrius hiaticula 

It was a poor year for this species with one at Hellifield Flash on 2
nd

 April, 15 on 6
th

 May, 

seven on 9
th

 and five on 11
th

 May.  On Long Preston Deeps, four were present on the 16
th

 

Feb.    

 

GOLDEN PLOVER (European Golden Plover) Pluvialis apricaria 

At Hellifield Flash a single was present on 6
th

 Sept with 44 noted on 12
th

, four on 15
th

 and 60 

on 24
th

.  Six were also noted on 16
th

 Nov. There were regular records in the Long Preston 

Deeps area throughout the first three months of the year, although given the distance from 

viewing areas it was often difficult to get an accurate count.  Records in Jan include 49 on 

8
th

, 210 on 13
th

, 230 on 21
st

 and 70 on 25
th

.  In Feb there were 236 on 16
th

 and 150 on 19
th

 

with March records including 175 on 4
th

, 80 on 8
th

 and 9
th

 with six on 13
th

.  Later in the year, 

records in Sept included seven on 19
th

, four on 27
th

 and 25 on 23
rd

. The only other records 

were 200 on 11th Oct and 14
th

 Nov, and 190 on 18
th

 Nov.  

 

LAPWING (Northern Lapwing) Vanellus vanellus 

There were some notable high counts at Long Preston during Jan, Feb and Nov but outside 

these months, numbers were comparable to those in recent years.  In Aug a leucistic bird 

was present at Hellifield Flash on 16
th

.  A minimum of 14 pairs bred in the Long Preston 

Deeps area.    

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  612 799 22 7 16 0 73 0 633 365 705 87 

Hellifield Flash  Pres. 49 4 2 1 4 21 244 588 992 395 0 

 

Monthly maxima at Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  2000 1500 1 - - - - 33 300 1000 2200 384 

Hellifield Flash  330 - 40 3 - - 610 600 400 670 - 8 

 

SANDERLING Calidris alba 

A single was present at Hellifield Flash on 6
th

 May (IRC) with a notable influx of Ringed 

Plover.  
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DUNLIN Calidris alpina schinzii 

It was an average year with most records occurring during the first half of the year. At 

Hellifield Flash there was a single on 25
th

 Jan and six on 20
th

 March.  There were a few 

notable arrivals in May with four on 6
th

, ten on 9
th

, and six on 11
th

 with one on 6
th

 June.  In 

the latter half of the year singles were present on 6
th

 and 7
th

 Sept.   

In the Long Preston Deeps area there were five near Wigglesworth Hall on 4
th

 March and a 

single seen on the hide scrape on 31
st

 Aug.  

 

RUFF Philomachus pugnax 

The only record in the first half of the year was a single on Long Preston Deeps on 16
th

 

March. In autumn a single was at Hellifield Flash on 26
th

 Aug, two were present with 

Lapwings in a ploughed field near Wigglesworth Hall on 6
th

 Sept that may have been the 

same as two of the three at Hellifield Flash on 10
th

, with four present the following day.  A 

single was also at Hellifield Flash on 17
th

 Oct with two the following day, and a single was in 

the Lapwing flock on Long Preston Deeps on 16
th

 Nov.   

 

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus 

One was inadvertently flushed from along the Ribble Way footpath on 16
th

 Dec near 

Wigglesworth Hall was the only record of the year (PH).  

 

SNIPE (Common Snipe) Gallinago gallinago 

The number of records was biased towards Hellifield Flash where they can be much easier 

to observe.  The new scrape in front of the hide at Long Preston Deeps proved attractive to 

Snipe with between one and ten present on numerous dates between Sept and the end of 

Nov.   A minimum of six pairs bred in the Long Preston Deeps area.   

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  3 21 14 0 7 0 5 4 4 96 3 1 

Hellifield Flash  - - - - - - - - 9 - 10 2 

 

Monthly maxima at Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Hellifield Flash 2 2 2 2 - - 5 19 30 6 38 2 

 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa 

At Hellifield Flash two on 4
th

 March was a pre-cursor to a notable arrival.  One of the 

highlights of the year was a flock of 58 first reported on 16
th

 March (CS).  This represents the 

second highest count in the recording area after 65 on 26th April 1970.  Numbers 

subsequently fluctuated as birds presumably fed out of sight in nearby fields with 40 on 

19
th

, 34 on 20
th

, 45 on 22
nd

, two on 24
th

, 51 on 25
th

 and 30 on 27
th

. In April there were still 

58 present on 2
nd

 with 47 on 5
th, 

6
th

 and 7
th

 and 49 on 9
th

.   

In the Long Preston Deeps area two, presumably the same as those seen at Hellifield Flash, 

were seen on 4
th

 March with seven on 13
th

 March and three on 23
rd

 April.   
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CURLEW (Eurasian Curlew) Numenius arquata 

Given the nationally important numbers that breed in the Yorkshire Dales National Park the 

number of birds seen in the recording area seems remarkably low. The only records at 

Hellifield Flash were two on 5
th

 June, and in Sept when there was a single on 4
th

, two on 11
th

 

and one on 16
th

. 

In the Long Preston Deeps area there were 20 over the floodplain on 19
th

 and near 

Wigglesworth Hall Farm on 27
th

, with 36 seen from the hide on 8
th 

March.  Ten was also near 

Settle SW on 9
th

 March. A total of 12 pairs bred in the Long Preston Deeps area.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  1 4 2 6 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

 

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 

An average year with passage birds at Hellifield Flash including singles in April on 10
th

, 19
th

 

and 28
th

, with additional records in May on 6
th

, 21
st

 and 23
rd

.  In June there were three on 

5
th

 with a single the following day and one on 11
th

 Aug.  The only records in the Long 

Preston Deeps area were two on the Ribble on 19
th

 July and a late record of a single on 31
st

 

Oct.   

 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 

There were very few passage birds at Hellifield Flash with only a single spring record on 21
st

 

May.  It was not much better in autumn with two on 7
th

 and 10
th

 Aug, with additional 

sightings of singles near the bird hide on 28
th

 Aug and 6
th

 Sept.   

At least one bird was present in both winter periods in the long Preston Deeps area with 

single birds near Wigglesworth on 16
th

 Feb and in the north west of the floodplain on 16
th

 

March.  In Nov, a single flew high above the floodplain on 1
st

 with one on the Ribble on 20
th

. 

What was presumably the same bird was on the stream between the bird hide and the 

Ribble and on the hide scrape on 26
th

.   

  

GREENSHANK (Common Greenshank) Tringa nebularia  

One at Hellifield Flash on 16
th

 Aug (CS) was the only record of the year.  

 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola 

Hellifield Flash continued its good run of records with four present on 6
th

 May (IRC) with 

three still present on 9
th

.   

 

REDSHANK (Common Redshank) Tringa totanus 

The first birds of the year were at Hellifield Flash in Feb with two on 15
th

, one on 19
th

 and 

two on 9
th

 and between one and four birds during March.  In April, two pairs were present 

early in the month with a fifth bird present on the 17
th

. Although one pair remained until 

late in the month and was regularly seen displaying any nesting attempt probably failed 

during heavy rain in mid-May.  In June five were present on 3
rd

 with an adult and separate 

juvenile on 9
th

 July. 
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On Long Preston Deeps records in March included two near Wigglesworth Hall Farm on 

13th, and two or three birds regularly seen between there and Cow Bridge.  Two were also 

present at Settle SW flash on 30
th

 March with a single on 27
th

 April.   A minimum of eight 

pairs bred in the Long Preston deeps area including a pair with three young on southern 

floodplain on 30
th

 May.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps and Hellifield Flash 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  0 1 8 7 8 0 - - - - - - 

Hellifield Flash  0 1 3 3 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 

 

BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus  ridibundus 

This species was present throughout the year with the highest numbers during the winter 

periods, although the counts that were received under-represent the number of birds that 

were present in the recording area.  Some of the more notable counts included 100 at 

Hellifield Flash ion 19
th

 Feb and 150 near Settle SW on 30
th

 March.  Numbers were much 

reduced during the summer months but did include six second calendar year birds at 

Hellifield Flash on 5
th

 June and ten on 1
st

 July.  The first juveniles were seen at Hellifield 

Flash from 9
th

 July onwards.  

 

COMMON GULL (Mew Gull) Larus canus 

As with Black-headed Gull, this species was no doubt under-recorded with peak monthly 

counts at Hellifield flash including 600 on 25
th

 Jan, 490 on 7
th

 Feb and 200 on 9
th

 March.  In 

the latter half of the year there were 50 at Hellifield Flash on 10
th

 Sept and 200 on the 

floodplain near Cow Bridge on 12
th

 Dec.   

 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus  

Most of the records were at Hellifield Flash, with two on 19
th

 Feb the first of the year.  In 

March there were records of one to three birds on numerous dates, with up to five regularly 

seen in April. There were low single figure counts during the summer with more notable 

counts of 21 on 16
th

 Aug and 40 on 10
th

 Sept.  There were similar numbers in the Long 

Preston Deeps area between Feb and Aug apart from 20 near Wigglesworth Hall on 6
th

 Sept 

with 100 on a recently ploughed field near Settle SW on 31
st

 Aug.    

 

HERRING GULL (European Herring Gull) Larus argentatus 

This is a relatively scarce bird in the recording area with an adult over Long Preston Deeps 

on 9
th

 March and a first winter at Hellifield Flash on 14
th

 March the only records in the first 

half of the year.  There was also a single adult on 31
st

 Aug near settle SW.  

 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis 

A single juvenile was present briefly with 100 Lesser Black-backed Gulls in a ploughed field 

next to Settle SW on 31
st

 Aug (IRC).  This constitutes the second record for the recording 

area.    
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 

Three adults on Long Preston Deeps on 9
th

 March and one north west over the floodplain on 

24
th

 Nov were the only records.  

 

ROCK DOVE/FERAL PIGEON (Common Pigeon) Columba livia 

Several small flocks were reported during the year.  

 

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 

A pair was present on the southern floodplain on 23d April with two adults and at least one 

juvenile in the Sour Dale Lane area on 16
th

 June.  In Sept, records in the Wigglesworth Hall 

area included nine on 4
th

, 43 on 6
th

 and six on 11
th

.  

 

WOODPIGEON (Common Wood Pigeon) Columba palumbas 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

COLLARED DOVE (Eurasian Collared Dove) Streptopelia decaocto 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

BARN OWL Tyto alba 

At least one pair was present in the recording area. 

 

LITTLE OWL Athene noctua 

The only records were singles on the southern floodplain on 16
th

 June, near Wigglesworth 

Hall Farm on 13
th

 July and in the Cow Bridge area on 4
th

 Sept and 16
th

 Sept.  

 

SWIFT (Common Swift) Apus apus 

The only records received were at Hellifield Flash. with two on 7
th

 and 20 on 23
rd

 May.  

 

KINGFISHER (Common Kingfisher) Alcedo atthis 

Singles were seen on the Ribble during WeBs counts on the Feb, March and April survey 

dates with two in Aug. There were also sightings near Cow Bridge and along Wigglesworth 

Beck on a number of dates between 6
th

 Sept and the year end.  One was also seen along 

Long Preston Beck on 21
st

 Nov.    

 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus major 

A drumming bird in Hollow Gill Wood in Feb and a single in the hedge near the hide on 19
th

 

Sept were the only records.  

 

MAGPIE (Eurasian Magpie) Pica pica 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

JAY (Eurasian Jay) Garrulus glandarius 

This has always been a scarce species in the recording area and so three records were 

notable.  One flew over Hellifield Flash on 23
rd

 June and one calling near Long Preston on 

21
st

 Sept was probably the same bird seen flying NW over the floodplain on the same date.  

One was also seen feeding in the hedge near the hide on 23
rd

 Sept.   
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JACKDAW (Western Jackdaw) Corvus monedula 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

  

ROOK Corvus frugilegus 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. The only breeding 

report was of 22 apparently occupied nests at Wigglesworth Hall Farm on 13
th

 March. 

 

CARRION CROW Corvus corone 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

RAVEN (Northern Raven) Corvus corax 

There were a number of reports of birds seen over the floodplain in Sept with singles on 11
th

 

and 19
th

, and two on 16
th

 and 17
th

.  Two were also seen 1
st

 Dec.   

 

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus 

A single in the hedge near the bird hide on 16
th

 Dec was the only record received.   

 

BLUE TIT Cyanistes caeruleus 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

GREAT TIT Parus major 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

COAL TIT Periparus ater 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis 

The only records were in the Long Preston Deeps area where 12 were in the field next to 

Hollow Gill Wood on 16
th

 March and two flew over the southern floodplain on 8
th

. In Sept 

three flew south on 21
st

, and four were present on 21
st

 and 23
rd

 Sept.  

 

Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  0 4 7 3 9 1 15 1 3 0 0 0 

 

SAND MARTIN Riparia ripriaa 

All the records were from Hellifield Flash with one on 25
th

 March and two the following day. 

In April poor weather caused reasonable sized flocks to feed over the flash with 100 on 2
nd

 

and 10
th

, 200 on 17
th

, and 60 on 22nd.  In May 250 were present on 1
st

, 200 on 7
th

 and 100 

on 23
rd

.  The last record of the year was a single on 24
th

 Aug.  No details were received for 

any of the breeding colonies along the Ribble.  
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SWALLOW (Barn Swallow) Hirundo rustica 

The first birds of the year were at Hellifield Flash with two on 10
th

 April and ten on 21
st

.  

Small numbers were regularly reported during the summer early autumn.  There was some 

indication of passage in Sept with small numbers heading down the floodplain totalling 40 

on 11
th

 and 50 on 21
st. 

 The last records of the year were singles near Cow Bridge and by the 

bird hide on 30
th

 Sept.     

 

HOUSE MARTIN (Common House Martin) Delichon urbicum 

Following a single at Hellifield Flash on 21
st

 April, there were regular records of up to ten 

birds during the summer.   

 

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus 

There were a small number of records on the floodplain with notable counts of ten near the 

bird hide on 16
th

 Nov and seven near Cow Bridge on 5
th

 Dec.  The only record at Hellifield 

Flash were three on 11th Nov.   

 

CHIFFCHAFF (Common Chiffchaff) Phylloscopus collybita 

A single bird was present in the hedge along Rathmell Beck between 6
th

 and 9
th

 Sept at 

least.  

 

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus 

There were two singing males at Hellifield Flash on 19
th

 April, increasing to at least five, 

possibly six, singing males by mid-May.  Passage birds were present in the hedge by the bird 

hide on 24
th

 Aug, 6
th

, 7
th

 and 21
st

 Sept.   

 

BLACKCAP (Eurasian Blackcap) Sylvia atricapilla 

A singing male was present at Hellifield Flash from at least 13
th

 May.  The only other record 

was a single seen in the hedge along Rathmell Beck near the hide on 12
th

 Sept.  

 

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin 

The only records were at Hellifield Flash where a singing male was present between 13
th

 and 

17
th

 May, with two present on 13
th

.  One singing male was still present on 1
st

 July.  

 

WHITETHROAT (Common Whitethroat) Sylvia communis 

At Hellifield Flash a singing male was present on 13
th

, 14
th

 and 21
st

 May with what was 

probably a second bird singing nearby. A single was present in the hedge behind the bird 

hide on 6
th

 Sept.  

 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenabaenus 

A passage bird was in sub-song at Hellifield Flash on 17
th

 May.  No records of singing birds 

on Long Preston Deeps were received apart from one on the southern floodplain on 30
th

 

May.  One was seen from the bird hide on 6
th

 Sept.   

 

NUTHATCH (Eurasian Nuthatch) Sitta europaea 

Although almost certainly resident in the area, the only records were at Hollow Gill Wood 

where one was present on 25
th

 Jan with two on 14
th

 Aug.   
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TREECREEPER (Eurasian Treecreeper) Certhia familiaris 

One in the hedge near the bird hide on 14
th

 Nov was the only record.  

 

WREN (Winter Wren) Troglodytes troglodytes 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

STARLING (Common Starling) Sturnus vulgaris 

This species was present throughout the year in varying numbers.  The highest counts were 

in the Long Preston Deeps area with 3000 on 6
th

 Jan and 200 near Wigglesworth Hall Farm 

on 4
th

 March.  In the latter half of the year there were 700 near Wigglesworth Hall Farm on 

14
th

 Nov and 1000 flew west over the floodplain on 4
th

 Dec.  

 

DIPPER (White-throated Dipper) Cinclus cinclus 

At least one bird was regularly reported along Wigglesworth Beck with two present on 12
th

 

Dec. There were also several records of a single bird near Cow Bridge in the latter four 

months of the year.     

 

BLACKBIRD (Common Blackbird) Turdus merula 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris 

There were very few records in the first half of the year with a maximum count of 80 over 

Long Preston Deeps on March 13
th

.  There were a few records submitted for Nov when up to 

100 birds were present in the same area, and a peak count of 300 on Dec 5
th

.   

 

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos  

A pair was present at Hollow Gill Wood in spring and singles were also seen near Cow 

Bridge, along Wigglesworth Beck and near the hide during the latter part of the year.  

 

REDWING Turdus iliacus 

There were very few records received but there were between three and 17 reported 

between Cow Bridge and the hide from 17
th

 Oct until the year end.  

 

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus 

Two at Hellifield Flash on 27
th

 Sept were the only records at this site.  There were occasional 

records of one or two birds between Cow Bride and the hide from Sept until the year end, 

with a peak count of four on 16
th

 Nov.    

 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata 

An adult and juvenile at Hollow Gill Wood on 14
th

 Aug suggested breeding had occurred 

there, and there was a single in the hedge near the bird hide on 24
th

 Aug.  

 

ROBIN (European Robin) Erithacus rubecula 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 
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REDSTART (Common Redstart) Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

One or possibly two pairs were present on the southern floodplain. A pair was present on 

southern floodplain on 20
th

 April at least with a single still present in the same area on 30
th

 

May, with a single also near Sour Dale Barn on 20th April.  Later in the year a single was in 

the hedge near the bird hide on 24
th

 Aug.  

 

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra 

The rushy area opposite the hide - known as ‘Snipe Ground’ - attracted a single on 24
th

 Aug 

and an adult and two juveniles on 28
th

.  In Sept, singles were present on 14
th

 and 19
th

.   

 

WHEATEAR (Northern Wheatear) Oenanthe oenanthe 

The only records were a pair on the Long Preston area of the floodplain on 29
th

 April and a 

single on southern floodplain on 20
th

 May.    

 

DUNNOCK Prunella modularis 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

TREE SPARROW (Eurasian Tree Sparrow) Passer montanus 

There were records in the Long Preston area of the floodplain with two in March, and 

singles on 20
th

 April and 9
th

 Nov.  The area around Cow Bridge remains the most regular site 

with one singing male on 26
th

 March, four birds on 19
th

 April, and records in Sept of singles 

on 12
th

 and 14
th

, with three on 21
st

.  One was also seen near the bird hide on 14
th

 Nov.  The 

only record from Hellifield Flash was a single that flew over calling on 10
th

 June.  

 

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava 

Once again, no breeding records were received.  The horse fields near Cow Bridge attracted 

a single on 6
th

, three on 16
th

 and 18
th

, and one on 19
th

 Sept.  

 

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea 

There were single records from the Cow Bridge area in late Aug and Sept and also along 

Wigglesworth Beck where there were two present on 10
th

 Oct.   

 

PIED WAGTAIL (White Wagtail) Motacilla alba yarrellii 

At Hellifield Flash up to eight were present during March.  On 2
nd

 April there was a notable 

arrival of 21 birds but only one or two were reported during the remainder of the month.  

The first juvenile of the year was seen on 5th June followed by a slow increase in post-

breeding numbers during Aug.  In Sept, 27 were present on 4th with between ten and 20 

present throughout the remained of the month.    

Low single figure counts were noted on a number of dates in the Long Preston Deeps area 

with a peak count of 25 at the roadside flash near Settle SW on 9th March.  Four opposite 

the bird hide on 4th Sept was the highest count at that location.     
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White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba 

Single adult males were seen at Hellifield Flash in April on 2
nd

 coinciding with a notable 

influx of 21 Pied Wagtails, and on 9
th

 and 10
th

.  The only record in May was one on 9
th

.   

   

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis 

At Hellifield Flash the only records were four on 14
th

 and a single on 22
nd

 March, three on 9
th

 

April and a notable count of 100 on 18
th

 Sept.  There were numerous single figure counts in 

the Long Present Deeps area with more notable counts of 36 seen from the bird hide on 24
th

 

Aug and 20 near Cow Bridge on 6
th

 Sept.  A more accurate indication of how many birds may 

have regularly been present came on 16
th

 Sept when a Merlin flew over the fields near Cow 

Bridge flushing at least 200 Meadow Pipits.  There were some indications of visible 

migration with small numbers moving down the valley totalling 80 on 1th and 25 on 14
th

 

Sept.     

 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

GREENFINCH (European Greenfinch) Carduelis chloris 

There were records in all months but no notable counts were received. 

 

GOLDFINCH (European Goldfinch) Carduelis carduelis 

All the records related to the birds using the feeders near the hide with up to 30 regularly 

seen in seen Sept with a peak count of 90 on 18
th

.   

 

SISKIN (Eurasian Siskin) Carduelis spinus 

Two were at Hollow Gill Wood on 5
th

 April. 

 

LINNET (Common Linnet) Carduelis cannabina 

The only breeding season records were at Hellifield Flash with a single on 10
th

 April and a 

pair on 15
th

 and 21
st

 May.   Following a single at Hellifield Flash on 24
th

 Aug, post-breeding 

numbers had increased to 40 on 7
th

 Sept.  The exact number of birds feeding around the 

edge of the flash was difficult to determine as birds feeding on the ground were difficult to 

observe and small groups were often very mobile.  However, a low-flying Hercules plane on 

10
th

 Sept flushed a total of 140 birds, with at least 120 remaining until the 27
th

 Sept.  The 

only records from elsewhere were two at the roadside pool near Settle SW on 30
th

 March 

and 40 in fields behind the bird hide on 6
th

 Sept.  

 

BULLFINCH (Eurasian Bullfinch) Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

One in the hedge near the bird hide on 12
th

 Nov was the only record received.  

 

REED BUNTING (Common Reed Bunting) Emberiza schoeniclus 

There were records of one or two birds in all months of the year apart from Jan.  There were 

two singing males at Hellifield Flash in late March, with at least three singing males in the 

Long Preston area of the floodplain. In the latter four months of the year one or two were 

regularly reported in the Long Preston Deeps area in the latter, primarily from the hide with 

more notable counts of five on 14th Aug and six on 13
th

 Oct.    
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Monthly WeBs Counts for Long Preston Deeps 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Long Preston  0 2 6 3 2 3 19 6 8 1 2 2 
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Great White Egret – a new bird for the Long Preston Deeps Recording Area 

On the morning of the 14
th 

August I was stood on the Ribble Way with Luke Beaumont, a 

contractor from Green Future Building who were building a bird hide on site near Long 

Preston. Whilst chatting to Luke at 08:50, I noticed a large white bird gliding in from the 

south towards the river Ribble. Our conversation was interrupted as I had to lift my bins to 

confirm my suspicions this was a Great White Egret – it was clearly an egret and big! I 

announced to Luke that if his dad John was here he’d be getting a bit excited by this bird. 

Luke just exclaimed that ‘it just looks like a big white bird to me’! As it dropped lower 

towards the floodplain, it was mobbed briefly by a Lesser Black-backed Gull, which it was 

clearly much bigger than, and then appeared to land on the floodplain to the north-east of 

Wigglesworth Hall Farm. The floodplain vegetation is pretty tall at this time of year and the 

bird was not visible on the ground. 

 

Within a couple of seconds I was pretty sure it was a Great White Egret and as I’d watched it 

dropping onto the floodplain through my bins I’d seen the clinching features. As well as its 

large size, the bill was all pale yellow, long and pointed and the legs and feet were dark. The 

wings were long, broad and with fingered primary tips and held only slightly bowed when 

gliding. The wingbeats were also very slow and measured contributing to the impression of 

its large size, quite different from the more rapid flappier motion of the smaller egret 

species. The legs were long and projected well beyond the short white tail. The entire 

plumage was pure white. As the bird was mobbed by the aforementioned Lesser Black-

backed Gull it also outstretched its long snaky neck and did so again just before it dropped 

onto the floodplain.  

 

The Long Preston floodplain is tricky to access as much of it is private farmland. I phoned 

Adrian Shepherd who lives nearby and he joined me within half an hour. Adrian works as 

the Long Preston Project adviser and knows the floodplain well. He agreed to meet me at 

Cow Bridge and walk up the Ribble flood bank to check the various floods and ditches, the 

likely spots I’d have expected the egret to have landed in to feed or rest. Despite our 

thorough search we failed to relocate the bird and I can only assume that a low-flying 

Hercules that flew northwest up the floodplain not long after the bird had landed may have 

flushed it and it had continued north following the Ribble Valley – very frustrating! I 

continued to check the floodplain after Adrian had left by driving to a number of roadside 

vantage points but by midday there was still no sign and it was not seen again. 

 

Gavin Thomas 
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The Checklist of Bird Species in the Long Preston Recording Area.  

 

Category A Species 

Species recorded in an apparently natural state at least once since 1 January 1950. The 

current local list at the end of 2014 is 204 species.  

 

Mute Swan  

Bewick's Swan  

Whooper Swan  

Pink-footed Goose  

White-fronted Goose  

Greylag Goose 

Canada Goose  

Barnacle Goose  

Shelduck  

Mandarin Duck  

Wigeon  

Gadwall  

Teal  

Green-winged Teal  

Mallard  

Pintail  

Garganey  

Shoveler  

Pochard 

Ring-Necked Duck  

Tufted Duck  

Scaup  

Common Scoter  

Goldeneye  

Smew 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 

Goosander  

Ruddy Duck  

Red-legged Partridge  

Grey Partridge  

Quail  

Pheasant  

Red-throated Diver  

Black-throated Diver 

Leach's Petrel  

Cormorant  

Shag  

Night Heron  

Cattle Egret  

Little Egret  

Great White Egret 

Grey Heron  

Spoonbill 

Little Grebe  

Great Crested Grebe  

Slavonian Grebe  

Black-necked Grebe  

Red Kite  

Marsh Harrier  

Hen Harrier  

Goshawk  

Sparrowhawk  

Buzzard  

Golden Eagle  

Osprey  

Kestrel  

Merlin  

Hobby  

Peregrine  

Water Rail  

Spotted Crake  

Corncrake  

Moorhen  

Coot  

Oystercatcher  

Avocet  

Little Ringed Plover  

Ringed Plover  

Golden Plover  

Grey Plover  

Lapwing  

Knot  

Sanderling  

Little Stint  

Temminck's Stint  

Pectoral Sandpiper  

Curlew Sandpiper  

Purple Sandpiper  

Dunlin  

Ruff  

Jack Snipe  

Snipe  

Long-billed Dowitcher 

or Short-billed 

Dowitcher 

Woodcock  

Black-Tailed Godwit  

Bar-Tailed Godwit  

Whimbrel  

Curlew  

Common Sandpiper  

Green Sandpiper  

Spotted Redshank  

Greenshank  

Wood Sandpiper  

Redshank  

Turnstone  

Red-necked 

Phalarope  

Grey Phalarope  

Arctic Skua  

Kittiwake  

Black-headed Gull  

Little Gull  

Mediterranean Gull  

Common Gull  

Lesser Black-backed 

Gull  

Herring Gull  

Yellow-legged Gull  

Glaucous Gull  

Great Black-backed 

Gull  

Little Tern  

Black Tern  

Sandwich Tern  

Common Tern  

Arctic Tern  
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Rock Dove/Feral 

Pigeon  

Stock Dove  

Woodpigeon  

Collared Dove  

Turtle Dove  

Cuckoo  

Barn Owl  

Little Owl  

Tawny Owl  

Long-eared Owl  

Short-eared Owl  

Swift  

Hoopoe  

Kingfisher  

Wryneck  

Green Woodpecker  

Great Spotted 

Woodpecker  

Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker  

Magpie  

Jay  

Jackdaw  

Rook  

Carrion Crow  

Hooded Crow  

Raven  

Goldcrest  

Blue Tit  

Great Tit  

Coal Tit  

Marsh Tit  

Skylark  

Sand Martin  

Swallow  

House Martin  

Long-Tailed Tit  

Chiffchaff  

Willow Warbler  

Blackcap  

Garden Warbler  

Barred Warbler  

Lesser Whitethroat  

Whitethroat  

Grasshopper Warbler  

Icterine Warbler  

Sedge Warbler  

Waxwing  

Nuthatch  

Treecreeper  

Wren  

Starling  

Dipper  

Ring Ouzel  

Blackbird  

Fieldfare  

Song Thrush  

Redwing  

Mistle Thrush  

Spotted Flycatcher  

Robin  

Redstart  

Whinchat  

Stonechat  

Wheatear  

Pied Flycatcher  

Dunnock  

House Sparrow  

Tree Sparrow  

Yellow Wagtail  

Grey Wagtail  

Pied Wagtail  

Tree Pipit  

Meadow Pipit  

Rock Pipit  

Water Pipit  

Chaffinch  

Brambling  

Greenfinch  

Goldfinch  

Siskin  

Linnet  

Twite  

Lesser Redpoll  

Mealy Redpoll  

Common Crossbill  

Bullfinch  

Hawfinch  

Snow Bunting  

Lapland Bunting  

Yellowhammer  

Reed Bunting  

Corn Bunting

CATEGORY B SPECIES  

Ruddy Shelduck  

 

CATEGORY E SPECIES 

Black Swan  

Bar-headed Goose   

Snow Goose  

Egyptian Goose  

 


